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Mission of NINDS
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✓ Support and perform basic, translational, 
and clinical neuroscience research

✓ Fund and conduct research training and 
career development programs and ensure a 
vibrant, talented, and diverse work force

✓ Promote the timely dissemination of 
scientific discoveries and their implications 
for neurological health to the public

The mission of NINDS is to seek fundamental knowledge 
about the brain and nervous system and to use that knowledge to reduce 

the burden of neurological disease
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NINDS Programs Across the Translational and Clinical Spectrum

Preclinical 
Readiness / 
Proof of 
Concept

Therapeutics 
Development

Clinical Trial 
Readiness

Phase I
First in Human

Phase Ib
First in Target 
population

Phase IIa
Proof of 
Concept 
(Biomarker)

Phase IIb
Preliminary 
Efficacy
(Clinical)

Phase III
Definite
Efficacy

Phase IV
Post 
Marketing 
Surveillance

Dissemination
Implementation 
CER

Exploratory Clinical Research 

Biomarker Discovery/Validation

Outcome Discovery/Validation

Clinical Trial Embedded Natural History Studies

Common Data Elements

NeuroNEXT

StrokeNet

HEAL EPPIC-NET

SIREN

CT Readiness

Cooperative Programs in Clinical 
Research PAR Phase II/III CTs

Dissemination
Implementation

 Comparative 
Effectiveness

BPN (Small Molecules)

CREATE (Biologics) – BPN-Biologics

URGent (Gene Base, Ultra-rare) 

IGNITE
Screening

IGNITE
PoC

IGNITE
Models

PSPP
Pain Models/Testing

ETSP
Epilepsy Models/Testing

CounterAct (Chemical Threats)

Small Business Innovation Grants (SBIR/STTR)

Division of Translational Research Division of Clinical Research

TND (Devices)

MedTech (Device)

SPAN

Division of Neuroscience 3



NINDS Translational Strategy

1. Measure

• Support discovery and development of biomarkers

2. Intervene

• Support therapy development

• Pursue early interventions and rare diseases

• Consider ethical consequences

3. Validate

• Implement clinical measures in preclinical design

• Support first in human trials

• Support advanced strategies to evaluate efficacy of 
interventions 

The Right Care for the Right Patients at the Right Time
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Significant engagement with People with Lived 
Experience (PWLE)

Lived Experience Engagement Strategist rebekah.corlew@nih.gov

mailto:rebekah.corlew@nih.gov


Key Consideration to Accomplish our Strategy
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1. Training

• Basic, disease, translation, process, clinical, etc.

2. Funding

• Across translational spectrum - bench to bedside 

• Specific gap areas 

• Informed by other sectors non-profit and industry

3. Resources

• Address gaps in academia

• Contracts with industry standards

• Expertise in therapeutics development



Thank you
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Podcast Listserv Contact

amir.tamiz@nih.gov

https://www.ninds.nih.gov
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